and George Sand watched him with increasing
anxiety. A crisis was averted by the arrival in
France of Chopin's eldest sister, Ludwika, with
her husband. There was the question of inviting
them to Nohant If Chopin had scruples, George
Sand had none. She sent the invitation, and
paved the way with a long explanation of Chopin's
decline in health since his sister had last seen him.
In this letter the appropriating mind is immedi-
ately at work: " You will find my dear child very
sickly and changed, but do not be too much
alarmed for his health. It has been the same, with
no general alteration, for the last six years, during
which I have seen him every day. A rather
severe fit of coughing every morning, two or three
more serious attacks every winter, lasting no
more than two or three days each, a little suffer-
ing from neuralgia from time to time, that is
his usual condition." She then expresses the hope
that he will grow stronger in time, a hope which,
in view of the symptoms she has described, ap-
pears to be ingenuously optimistic. She extends
a welcome to Ludwika and is certain that the
visit will help Chopin to make progress.

Ludwika Jendrzejewicz and her husband spent
August at Nohant. As George Sand had anti-
cipated, the reunion with his sister had a bene-
ficent influence upon Chopin. He suffered for a
few days after her departure, but from her visit
goodness came in that it purged him of all bitter-
ness and gave him courage to face life again.
cc I assure you," George Sand wrote to Ludwika,